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in the breakaway region of South Ossetia 

 

Brussels, 28 February 2018 - “The members of the Delegation for the Relations with South 

Caucasus have taken note, with deep concern, of the reports on the death in custody, in 

Tskhinvali, on 22 February 2018, of Mr Archil Tatunashivili.  

We express our condolences to the deceased’s family, and call on the de facto authorities of 

South Ossetia to immediately allow two other Georgian citizens, Messrs Levan Kutashvili 

and Ioseb Pavliashvili, who have been apprehended at the same time as Mr Tatunashivili and 

subsequently released from custody, to travel back to the Tbilisi-administered territory. 

Just like the murder of another Georgian citizen, Mr Giga Otkhozoria, along the 

administrative boundary line of the occupied territory of Abkhazia in 2016, the tragic death of 

Mr Tatunashivili illustrates once again the deterioration of the human rights situation in the 

occupied regions of Georgia.  

We call on the de facto authorities of South Ossetia to hand over the body of Mr Tatunashivili 

to his family without further ado, to provide a full accounting of the circumstances 

surrounding his death and to punish those responsible. 

We note with satisfaction that the European Union Monitoring Mission in Georgia stands 

ready to support the investigation and facilitate discussions through its Incident Prevention 

and Response Mechanism and the Mission Hotline. That being said, it is utmost regrettable 

that the EUMM has never been allowed to access the occupied regions of Abkhazia and South 

Ossetia. Once again, we urge the Russian authorities to fulfil all their obligations under the 

2008 ceasefire agreement”. 
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